COUNTER-REVOLUTION	m
they used in the defence of their organizations. The fascists
thought their way was open and advanced to the attack ;
but the workers resisted : * They fought a real battle in the
outskirts of Naviglio and sent a rain of tiles on to their
attackers from the roofs ; armoured cars joined in, bombs
exploded, and there were several wounded.' Next day
there was another police round-up to arrest and disarm those
who had tried to resist the fascist attack. On April 23, the
date of the inauguration of their fascio, a squadron of former
Fiume legionaries, preceded by carabiniers with revolvers
in their hands, attacked and broke up the vine-producers'
co-operative at Piacenza. In a few weeks all the towns along
the old Via Aemilia were subjected to the fascist reign of
terror.
Firmly installed in the Bologna-Ferrara-Piacenza triangle,
the fascist squads also conquered the provinces of Rovigo
in the north-east and of Pavia in the north-west. In the
province of Rovigo—Polesine—there was no sort of bol-
shevism to be suppressed. Social disputes had always been
settled peacefully. The local socialist leader was Giacomo
Matteotti, by conviction and inclination a reformist, in the
best sense of the word. On February 28 the old agricultural
agreement expired, and the labourers5 organizations
suggested starting negotiations for a new one. The land-
owners, inspired by recent events in the Po valley and
Ferrara, decided to take the opportunity of ridding them-
selves of the leagues, employment offices, and all forms of
workers' organization, and refused. Expeditions with
nothing to c punish' but the very existence of a body of
working men who had emerged from a state of ignorance
and serfdom began to increase towards the end of February,
immediately reaching an unheard-of degree of violence.
Matteotti and the Chambers of Labour gave the order :
£ Stay at home ; ignore all provocation. Even silence and
cowardice are sometimes heroic.'1 This attitude was quite
ineffective against the fascist squads touring the country in
lorries provided by the landowners or borrowed from the
Cereal Requisition Board, which had the services of the army
at its disposal. The league offices were closed down or
1 See Matteotti's speech in the Chamber on March to, 1921.

